166                     FABIAN COLONIAL ESSAYS

a civilization with many pleasant features and, on the whole,
it gave them, what they wanted.

Western rule upset the balance by substituting the rule of
law for the rule of custom. For example, in one tract chillies
were cultivated. The profits in a wider market tempted a few
people to cultivate them on land reserved by custom as the catch-
ment area of rice fields. There was no law against this, and
appeals to authority were ineffective. Before long the rice land
was thrown out of cultivation. A few people were richer, but
the village as a whole was poorer; individual demand had
prevailed over social demand. Again, on irrigated land elaborate
customs provided for an equitable distribution of the water.
One man would take to cultivating onions. There was no law
against this, but it upset the system of distribution and the rice
fields were destroyed. Similarly encroachments over the waste
put an end to common rights of fuel and grazing. The cultivators
produced more crops for export, and could buy more European
manufactures, but gradually, everywhere, in all aspects of life,
individual demand prevailed over social demand. The process was
more rapid where Europeans, Indians, and Chinese came in as
merchants and middlemen, but it penetrated in some degree to
the remotest village, with a corresponding dissolution of society
into a mass of individual atoms.

Turn now to Lower Burma. Here, after the opening of the
Suez Canal, immigrants by the hundred thousand poured down
from Upper Burma to grow rice for export. The reclamation
of the swamp and jungle was costly, and they had to borrow
money. The only people with access to capital were Indian
money-lenders and, ordinarily, by the time the land was cleared
it had to be made over to the Indian money-lender for debt.
Gradually there evolved what has been officially described as
a "system of industrial agriculture organized for the export
market."1 The land was owned by absentees whose sole concern
was to get as much rent as possible by letting it annually to the
man who offered most. Tenants, shifting ordinarily from year to
1 Indian Statutory Commission, XI? p. 18 (H.M.S.O., 1930)-